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A Condensed Transcript of Senate's Hearings With Rusk 

■£rrirTV ; 


effort 3 in °VielTwm — ^ rinf p°nn?nh P ower, sinthe area. own judgment. f a ced the needTin their tb me for * th e military leaders believe ne< 

helicopters, or slow unloading^ Rusk: We thought we got that Pc'l: They ’llbe weighing your agonizing reappraisals: France es ^’ ‘p a „f i ® V £ V n iC ‘ < ?. ry £ r ‘ 
William Ful- ships, or such, and nobody com- ln 19 ? 2 > wllen Moscow, Peking, w? rda > 1 doubt tlley 11 P ay much in Indochina; Belgium in the Qulr f s ab , of us to guard 


Chairman J. William Ful- ships, or such, and nobodv com- * n 1962 > w hen Moscow, Peking, w ard f.> I doubt they 11 pay much i n Indochina; Belgium in the P ulr .® s all of us to guard 

bright: All of us in the Senate, plains about it. Yet the minute I Hanoi and everyone else signed attention to ours. Congo. Others found the formula X anlty and suppress our a; 

and particularly members of we get to the political situation, I the accords which Haimi later Rusk: Oh, yes, they will. They for extricating themselves with- uons - 
this committee, feel we should which is of equal importance, we brushed aside with comgjqpt. want to see what kind of country out political convulsions. There Rusk: I am quite sure 

be fully informed cn the policies i get a lot of criticism about help- 1 We are not trying to impose our we afE when the going gets would be humiliating defeat in vanity is not mixed up in this. 

this administration intends to ing Hanoi. j solution on Vietnam, we are 

follow in the immediate future in Fulbright: The senator is prc-! tryin g to Prevent the irripdtion 
liiltLf • before the an- C i S ely correct. I cannot accept! b y North Vietnam of Us own 
nouncement is made rather than that what we are doing is I solution on Vietnam by forde. 

senf against national interest. Sen. Frank Church: As sure as 

s^ l a Talk Inhibitions 

course. Our 3 experience in L; Rusk: Trere has been no limi-;f 0 j u h th 1 Vietnamc . se soldicrs tbere 
regard has not been satisfactory j tat ion of discussion of all as-' 1 re ,® ,, sens ? of pro- 

during the period in which we pects of this situation. There P 0 ™ 011 - Wc should consider how 
have been led gradually into this have been no inhibitions on dis- r es ° u . rces - It is not a question 
disastrous situation which is not cussion, . and we give enormous l0 . al,or our objectives to our 
in the best interests of the enun- : attention to all views. We cannot 03 { urmn £ our hacks on the 
try. We should have the opportu- 1 sit here and dispose of these world, but ol assessing our com- 
nity la register our approval or . constitutional questions in any mitments against our resources’ 
disapproval now, while it is not j far-reaching way. I think we t0 find a rational balance. . This i 
yet too late to draw back before should try to find some common ! policy of sending more and more , 
the situation reaches fuU scale, points as a basis for discussion. Americans to .Asia is simply' 
all-out war with the possible in- {Everyone agrees, for instance, feediiigthecroc'odilewithAmer- 
volveraenfc of nuclear weapons if {that countries such as Laos and ican lives The time for reap- 
it begins. Cambodia should have their praisal is at hand. 

Secretary Rusk: President f. ha “ e ., to live at peace, and I Sen . Kar j Mu ndt: We are in 
Johnson’ has consulted Congress ther ® many points on desperate need of a great degree 

more than any recent president Vlet . n . an ? u , self < ’ , ?„ whi £ th f^ e of unity. Perhaps this could be 
on a great : many of these prob- ^ ould b ® c da ?P f ^. ff ^“^. les : W ® built on the basis of your belief 
lems. He continues to do so. This fi b “i d !f, arch . , f P elcn ? e , nts of that this fight is essential to our 
meeting is a consultation, and 1 ¥$ then seek t< ?,i‘ e v C " national security and to the or 

believe the views of the mem- oncuc our differences, I will be ganization of an enduring peace 
bers of this committee have fVf iaWe to make thal effor in have said that th, 

been set forth clearlv the best good spirits and candor, “r™ 1 .*. na ‘® , saK J ttlat: f™ 

u?,ii e £ m t i but without a11 the world looking ma or ® r ? 1S ^ our day is th 

Fulbright: I failed to learn i n There is no difference be confronta tion between those wh 

anything yesterday as to your tween your view and the admin- are trying to organize a peacelu 
future plans on escalation. I find istration’s on the preference for worId community as set forth i 
some hope in reports there are a negotiated settlement tbe charter of the United N: 

differences of view within the s Clifford rw- Vn„ ca u tlons and those who want a corr. 
administration. ' „ Lase ,‘ You sald munity based on world revoir 

Rusk: These decisions are S* t) P t Carnhmli^nr^ tion and domination. Change: 
basically for the President to f he r t h ?T 0 b0 *4 t 0r TO o h a ° t h ; a n S are g°mg on in the world, in 
make. We have no intention of terference L i!' dueling the Communist world. I 

disposing 'of the Constitution, but thfs There Slh ?hi£ is Possible to make progress tc 
Congress itself approved the' ^the ward P eace - We do not pursue . 

Tonkin Gulf resolution which au- , , tgt iiArt iiLo™ Policy of total hostility towari 
thorized the use of armed forces , lts own willingness anyone _ at least £ t 

if necessary. e^.^ThJre wltost one except . thos ® who dTbattk 

Fulbright: Are you saying pol- your assumntion and we should a ? amst us * n Vietnam. We do 
itely that you have no intention „ot build policy ’on the basis of wu ca “ to . find P oints on 
of consulting with this commit- incorrect assumptions A condi wfalcb there canbe some a 8 ree - 
tce? You believe you have the tjon of existence^-? the' ahilifv nf ment ’ even while most of the 
right, that we gave you the full a country^ to protect SK "!, 81 * P°, lnts do not yieId to 
authority with that resolution, to i agreement, 

make these decisions without . , * R^eraitjight.pf Mundt: If we pulled out of: 

consultation? That resolution 'r® \® rt .? we kind nf over- Vietnam, you believe we would 
was approved after a one horn set in motion another chain of I 

and 40 minute briefing by offi- error ant j “ e kln d of diffi- miscalculations, and encourage ' 
cials on facts which the evidence cuu y we are m today, aggressions in other areas? | 


and 40 minute briefing by offi- ( . . . ■ luiowm-iuauinia, auu eucuuiage i 

cials on facts which the evidence cuu y we ar ® ln t°d a y; aggressions in other areas? | 

has clearly proved to be untrue. Rusk: The right of all nations ... . i 

(No reasonable man could say to live free from aggression is V IOW Oft Aaaression 
there had been no provocation stated in the charter of the Unit- ^ . 

for the attacks in the Gulf of ed Nations. The destruction of Rnsk: The problem of how to 
Tonkin, for instance. At best, it small nations by outside power respond to aggression is one of 
is equivocal. I personally feel is what led to World War II. the most fundamental questions 
there was what any reasonable Unless we resolve these prob- before this nation and the world, 
man would call provocation. Are lems on the basis of a society of R should be thought over soberly 
we or are we not going io be fold states, then might makes right and quietly. I recall when Prcsi- 
in advance what you are going ar >d the big powers are in direct der, t Kennedy, shortly after he 
to do? competition, the struggle is ac- took office .was told by Khrush- 

Rusk: I said the President has centuated, and we return to the ^hev that if the United States 
reached no conclusions and law of the jungle. uM n °I withdraw from Berlin 

therefore T have no knowledge of Case: But that is a multilater- h h ™ re w ° uld bc . w ar > he replied: 
the actions that mav be reouiren al. not a national nrnhi™ . Then t .h cr ® will be war. It wdl 


the actions that may be required al, not a national problem. It is k inen c , ncre w "i oe war. it will 
by Congress. I cannot say more, time to get down to reality — we S-t a , , C0 J d „ « 

Fulbright: I conclude you have not been there for a long Khrushchev had thought this 
mean you have no intention of time. ’ 6 y°™f president was bluffing, or 

telling us ptU you have made Rllsk: j wiu deUberateIy ul] . ^ uld ^ we^o not knowwha 

zsA'sxzsi 

better informed than the cxecu- (cct a ‘ constructive turn toward' meet our CQ ,^ m 3 t ,? 1 . cn( ;?' 
two- You say the. President ft? p^ssfwfc^ ‘If closer S catetS^SfAd 1 

S m m ea d n e s UP vou S won’t lT?s ^/between, this committee w? should SSShtotaSSI , 

sion want to explore the possihility 5en . John sherman Cooper: 

R„cu. The views of this com- of a groement based , on a neu- r urae that we mirsue the course 


Rusk: The views of this com- 
mittee are pretty well apparent. 

I would say there is not much conference, with acceptance of ; 

mystery about jour views. 

'People Apprehensive' K' yT‘S«1 “i get.fi S 
Fulbright: Everything we do fthgned with the west a fid op- said we would accept the unifi 
is affected by the war in Viet- eratmg under a constitution cation of Vietnam 
nam. People are apprehensive prepared under, our tutelage. n„ q k- I have said thaiif clfmih 
about the whole picture-there I would' like to see everybody vfetnamvolld remilcation we 
and at home. I cannot recall a everywhere be pro-Western, but would Accent it Ttere has been 
period in the past 100 years as long as we insist on hay- a S e n both North and 
when we have been distracted mg a South Vietnam made in | outh Vietnam that it is an ob- 
by so many different difficulties, our image, the war is going ^ V ^i m vit nam 1S not 
I think Congress has a part to to last a long time. This 3f:' e s to have uniSior on a 
play in solving them and I think amounts i fo an offer to Mk noScommmiist basis, and South 


or agreement nasea on a neu- r urge that wc e the coursf 
tral, non-aligned status for Lhe of rec0 nvening the Genev: 
a ea. You say we have offered conference, with acceptance of ; 
to negotiate, without conditions, unified Vietnam if that is tb 


and at home. I cannot recaU a everywhere be pro-Western, but M accenf jt There h£ heen 
period in the past 100 years as long as we insist on hay- ™ U h ld a S e n both North and 
when we have been distracted mg a South Vietnam made in | outh Vietnam that it is an ob- 
by so many different difficulties, our image, the war is going ^ vit nam 1S not 

I think Congress has a part to to last a long time. This to have uniSior nn? 

play in solving them, and I think amounts fo an offer to talk ^ on Communist basis and South 
tu peace wiih anybody at anytime, viet £ am doesn o t wknt tttobe 


we could make a contribution, peace wiih any 
The whole feeling now is that we anywhere as lc 
are at a turning point: we are willing 'to accer 
either going on down the road to prune objective 
all-out war or pull back and put Rusk; There 


ace wiih anybody at anytime, vietnam does not ‘ 
ywhere as- long as they are communist. 

Hmg to accept defeat on their _ Y 


Sen. Mike Mansfield: There is both 
no question that the prime re- j kr 
sponsibility for these decisions pr(> j. 
rests with the' President. Wc f ee j 
cannot make decisions for the mac 
President nor force him to do , 


f Cooper: You also could decide 

- to accept Hanoi’s terms on the 

•ttftsfrl r no” bombing: to stop it uncondition- 
S aHhods f aPy r ^ seems our only chance. 


between a readiness to enter ne- ,, it Lems our onlv chance’ 

honf^iriec Whl T it U r S «.° f Tt is a difficult decision but I 

t L,?h hen theta! Iks begin. ll0 p e circumstances arise where 
I know there would be serious lt P could hc tricd . It would show 
pi oblems in the talks bu we vietnam and the world that we 
feel at leas the effort should be have taken every step we can 
made. In all of the world crises take toward peace. 


cannot make decisions tor i c made Jn all Qf the world CJ , iges toward neace 
President nor force him to do j 1945 solutinn has heen taKe towara P eaee - 
things our way. That was proved chi d through contacts and R “ sk: We are prepared for a 
when we unanimously adopted a F , “| H f iL the reconvenill g of the Geneva 

resolution requesting a new ef- SXfftKvta conference and if the cochair- 
fort to take the Vietnam case to ISdhPnn t men can arran S® Jt we will be 

the United Nations and he ap- f 0 ?, r noin s inXdinn lle tihere there ' We have attempted to ar- 
parently decided the time was ® range it without waiting for 

not right for that. These sense of a ? tb ® ® ole s P° kosm an them to do it As for the bomb . 

Congress resolutions have no va- s °™ Vietnam l am not ing; no olie has able t0 teI1 
lidity, no power. What we are sure that is their latest and most ^ tbat Halloi wouid hold its 
trying to do here; is to get full recent position. . hand j n any respec t if we 

consultations before the takeoff Gore: we insist on ac ; stopped if. I would be very glad 

Sen. Albert Gore: A resolution fPrimce of the government of to get ally different information, 
either approving or disapproving bourn Vietnam . if anyone j n the world could 

Vietnam policy would be fruit- . Rusk: Not as a preliminary, bring it to us. 
less. I doubt if either would pass m private contacts, before nego- g claiborne PeU . We have 
the Senate. The important thing tiations. I do not See why there ar Hved at a watershed in our 
is to avoid a catastrophic stale- cannot be discussions about two wj on ’ s historv Our total losses 1 
mate between the President and countries. We have said we "f S’lmVietimm Ire 

Congress which would be no would, talk about their four ap ^ oac & ng the Korean total.: 
more satisfactory than the mill- points if the points we wish Lp hav „ a i rpadv nnsseri the 
tary stalemate in Vietnam Wo raised will be talked about, too. "Int where more bombs have; 
need teamwork to devise a wise Nothing could be fairer than g cen dropped on Vietnam than 

VSSmSSt 5 wtSt 1 ? --- 0 ^ d “ 5-S? 01 !?: ““ * *!•«' 


this diaster which thr eai tens ca- on e side to impose conditions in non-Commuhst graveyards 

take r s° P but behave sera thaUhe . complete .disregard to the The suffering will sow outweigh , 
takes, but we have seen that tne conditions of the other side. As the achievement of anv obiec- 
rmstake the Senate made m ac- for neutralization - the North is d veS ' 7 J I 

VtFlili ! n , tbe SociaUs t cam P a ? d n ®“: Rusk: I have never nersonallv 1 


f?^fn t g%hlTdm,Wr e a Hon-; for neutralization - the North is dv es ‘ a " 7 JCC ' 

statement! without sufficient “alPy 1° noUhefe ?up ofte^If Rnsk: 1 have never P ersonall y 
question has. contributed to a c n a N. y tned t0 Put these great matters 

tragedy for their country. f.ouft Vietnam demonstrates on strictly moral g rou nds. It is 
nni ^at it desires neutrality, and if fnr Prov 1 df . n c fi ft mak » 


judgment. I do think there has 


tragedy for their country. S; . .. ;. lda “emonstraies on strictly moral grounds. It is 

Sea. FrankLausche: Iamnot ^ "® u /. r f b * y ’ P" dl£ for Providence to make the 

satisfied with what is going on in ^® .£ d b ® f U1 '® thls ^ ou | d , be judgment. I do think there has 
Vietnam. I want to see it come res P® ctaQ °y ule rest 01 “J0 been some moral myopia in 
to an end as much as anyone, world, it would cause us no prob- some , of , the discussion I have 
But in the meantime, how Won- e , m - v,e take the view that heard. Those who talk about 
derful it would be for us if they wherever a country wants to live moral values should talk about 
would have this kind of a tele- as % member of the world com- the whole moral context: as Ha- 
vised discussion in Hanoi. What munity, in peace as enyisioned noi would like to see it and as we 
greater service could be ren- by the U.N. Charter, it is in the would like to see it. If we raise 
dered to our side? I think Con- interest of the- United States to moral issues, we should look at 
gress should vote on something; see that it comes about, We do who favors a peaceful world and 
should take one position or the not go around trying to convert who does not. 
other and then stop all this talk neutrals to our side. I should add Pell: Is there a top price we 
Sen. Stuart Symington: I do that the guaranteed neutralize- are willing to pay in Vietnam? 
not understand that kind of talk, tion of Laos did no good — there Rusk: You cannot put a price 
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